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2 a> @> Oraſmuch as we whoſe names are hereto ſubſcribed, 
Eg having taken the late Proteſtation recommended 
& EXD wito this Kingdome in generall,” according to the 

WIE direttion of both Houſes of Parliament, with His 
Majeſties conſent, whereby wee hold our ſelves moſt eſpecially 
bound and engaged to defend and maintaine with onr lives aud 
fortunes according to or utmoſt abilities, the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed by authority of divers paſt Parliaments ſince 
the Reformation,and alſs His Majeſttes Royall Perſon,and Pre. 
702ative, the juſt and ancient Priviledzes of Parliaments, the 
Lawes of this Land, and the Liberty of the Subjeft, And 
whereas it & evident w1to ws, that'at thu preſent by the mali- 
fi0us HET of ſome dangerows ſpirits , the Proteſtant Reli- 
giop hath received manifeſt detriment by calumniating, diſ- 
count enancing and 4mpriſe ning arvers painful, reverend,and 
orthodoxe Divituts, as namely DY Featley, D* Oldſworth, 
M- Shute of Lupdon, 4nd many other men of approved ſound- 
neſſe in Dottrine, and unſpotted-integrity in their lives 


® £ 


and converſations, and almoſt 21 all plapes obtruding and- 
baptiſlicall, Brow 


tticelt,” and \85hnſmaticall Teachers of 
falſhood,and rebeliidn,go the-diſhonourof Go9, and ſeandall of 
the Pulpit, abuſed nowadayes to ſeduce us from the Loyalty 
and piety which made our Fore-fathers, and our ſelves for- 
merly happy, and to engage win a Civill warre one 4xiinſ 
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another. The much,. aud much worthy to be, reverenced Li- 
turgie, and Common Prayer of owr Church growne infamons, 
and a reproach to thoſe that uſe it, and all. poſcible endeavour 
aſed utterly to expunge it, qo | 

And having beene bold with Godin by worſhip, no wonder 
if they proceed 20 the injury of his Vicegerent, our moſt Gracie 
ous Soveraigne, who oppoſing 44 much 44 in him lay,thoſe, and 
other wajuſt and illegall proceedings, was by their ſubtletie ren- 
dred [nſpected to Hu Subjetts of inclining to Popery,and many 
other matters equally falſe, that nnder ſuch hatefulljealouſies, 
He might by degrees become leſſe beloved of His Swbjetts, and 
they brought into the condition they. are at this time in open 
warre againſt bim, wherein, left they ſhould relent, they are 
made beleewve it is for the ſafety,and defence of His Perſon, the 
moſt abſurd gullery that ever was put upon a Nation. 

And as the KinG did uot alone diſlike theſe injuries done to 
God and Himſelfe, ſo neither alone does Hee ſuffer ;, for with 
bim moſt of the moſt Learned,and judicious Members of both 
Houſes, whoſe Nobleneſſe, Honour, Vertnes, Piety, Religion, 
and cleare. underſtandings, made them declare thempetves 
averſe to the preſent courſe of the times, have been either ims- 
priſoned or ſligmatied with the braud of Traytors,andPapiſts, 
07 at the leaft malignants ,end Prelatifts ; theſe and ſuch like 
have beene all the Priviledees of Parliaments allowed theWor- 
thies of our times, and worſe # hatching for them if the Di- 
vine providence preſerve them not. \! 

Are our ancient Lawes in any better condition, or ſeeme 
they not as dead as their prudent contrivers ? do nos new borne 
Votes ſupply their roome,and new borne miſertes attend them? 
the Kin, his Wife,and Children, voted & forcibly kept ous 
of all that is due to them, wee are required to be aſiiſtmg hereto, 
if not,we ſhall be voted to be plundered, &+ our goods andeſtates 
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fequeſtre4,and all this is pretended to be for the Liberty of the 
Subjett: we have liberty indeed to give, but no liberty to deny: 
and we muſt give not 4s we know we are able, but as they think 
fit, and thu they have the impudence to publiſh. 

Theſe things. being taken into our ſerions conſederation,and 
the times now requiring us to declare our ſelves, ſince we can no 
longer be at peace : firſt condoling the generall calamity of our 
ſelves,and Ireland, we profeſſe to all the world, that we cannet 
ſee or find any other lawfull way to free us from the diftreſſes 
wearein, then by our beſt aſsiſtance of His Sacred Majeſtie,a. 
gaznſt all that ſhall oppoſe Him in an aſſured confidence that His 
purpoſe is as He hath declared,and no other, than to maintain 
and eſtabliſh the ProteFtant Religion, 4s it hath beene in an- 
thority & uſe in this Kingdome ever ſince Edward the ſixth, 
& likewiſe Hrs own juſt and true prerogative,and inheritance, 
derived unto Him from His Anceſtours Kings,and Queens of 
England,and alſo the rights and priviledges of Parliaments, 
that have beene alway juſtly due to-them;to whom we conceiv! 
His eMajefty ought eſpecially to hearken,as hath beene the cu- 
ſome of his Royall Predeceſſours, they ſeeking in all humility 
His aſſent to their debates and reſolutions , by reaſon, not by 
Force, and alſo the ancient Lawes of this Kingdome, and all 
other dts of Parliament , ratified by the Kings conſent, 
And taſtly; the Liberty and Property of the Subje: Herets 
we hold onr ſelves bound by Conſcience and vow to God, Loyal: 
ty to our King, and anty to our Conntry : and ſo God proſþe? 
14 44 wee ſhall be aſsiſting to His Majeſtie in the accompliſh» 
ment of all this, | 
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of old the 1/raelites for a King,in his anger ; we drive on with 
more haſte then good ſpeed to the other extreame, which por- 
tends no leſſe ſymptomes of ruine and duutrution, then the for- 
mer. So that having maturely conſidered what hath proved 
deſtruRive to this and other Parliaments, we may the more caſi= 
ly avoid thoſe Rocks upon which others have ſplit themſelves: 
Vigs 

1. The venting of particular ends of Avarice and Ambition 


tn the publique State. | : 
2. Private Combinations and Chamber-conventicles, to re- 


folve before hand what ſhall be done in the houſe. 
| A3 3. Hindering 
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3- Hindering the freedome of ſpeech by impriſonment of 
the perſons. Tb ne | | 

4. Denying informations by the humble way of Petitions 
from the.Countries ; as that moſt excellent and orthodox Peti- 
tion of our brethren of Kent : of rejeRing information by let- 
ters to our Knights and Burgeſles, | 
+5, The ready ſwallowing of 'jnformations and jealous ru. 
mours againſt His Majeſtie, by Ryling them malignant enemies 
to the State , which were onely truly, and conſcionably His 
friends. : 

6. Private, if not-publique encouragement of the mutinous 
Rable, which ill ſpirit was ready at all times to be raiſed by a 
whiſper by any of thoſe worthy members emphatically ſo cal- 
led, if not excluſively ; as if all Juſtice, Reformation, and Go-» 
vernment were onely to be expected from them. 

7. The new and unheard of State- Law, and Logick,to ſtyle 
and believe that a Parliament which is divided in it ſelfe;which 
is ſevered from the King the Head thereof. 

If theſe things may be remedied, (as we hope they are not 
all paſt cure) we ſhall 'defire rather to change ſyme of our Phy- 
fitians,then our Phyſick; there being no better way, nor more 
neceſſary to preſerve or reſtore the health of a Common- 
wealth, then a well-temper*d Parliament : Wherefore we, as 
faithfull ſabjeQs to His Majeſtie, as free- borne Znglif:-men, do 
Joyne in an unanimous reſolntion to maintaine 

I. The Proteftant Religion: 

2, The Kings juſt Power: 

3. The Lawes of the Land: 

4. The Liberties of the Subjeft, 

For the firſt, The Proteſtant Religion , wee cannot but with 
griefe of heart remember how ir hath beene aſſaulted in the 
out- workes and skirts of it, the Liturgic and decent Ceremonies 
> aj by Law ; yea, in the very body of it, the 39 Ar- 
ticles. 

In what danger the Church of E»gland hath beene to be 0- 
i with Browniſme, and Anabaptiſme, let all the world 
JUage, 


For 
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For the ſecond, The juſt Power of the King ; God knowes; 
he hath beene ſo farre unable to defend that from violation, as 
it was Gods great goodnefle rather than His owne power , 
which ſecured, or rather reſcued His Perſon from violence: And 
what their aime was, who to pleaſe the vulgar Rabble , would 
npbold them in, or not puniſh them for thoſe high inſolencies, 
as we feare to imagine for the preſent, ſo we cannot but with 
horrour and amazement doubt the conſequence : Nor can we 
conceale our joy of heart, or thanks to His Majeſties good Sub- 
jets of the County of Yorke, for endeavouring to ſecure His 
Perfon with a Guard , (being of more value than many thou- 
fands ) and putting him into a poſture of defence, which ſome 
have either ignorantly or malittouſly interpreted , an intention 
of warre againſt the Parliament ; whereas it is plaine enough, 
his defires are onely to ſecure himſelfe and his ſervants from 
thoſe prodigions tumults and diſorders, which have endange- 
red his ſacred Perſon : Nor can we blame him,conſidering Sir 
John Hothams aR at Hull, and Sir Henry Lndlowe's Speech in 
Parliament, with M' Aartine's. 

For the two laſt , The Lawes of the Land, and The Liberties 
of the SubjeF , which mult not be ſeparated ; how have they 
beene violated alſo by ſome of thoſe who were choſen to be 
the confervators of them?as.impriſonments of the perſons,con- 
trary to the Petitions of Right ; ſeſling the Clergy, without a 
body of their owne, contrary to Magna Charta ; ſhuffling the 
Convocation into a Synod , or an Aſſembly, or Conventicle , 
without the choyce , conſent, or elefion of the Clergy , as if 
they were neither the Kings Subjeas, nor Gods Servants. 

As we conceive our ſelves obliged by the Lawes of God, by 
the Law of the Land, and by the diate of nature and reaſon, to 
maintaine all theſe ; ſo by Gods grace aſliſting us, we hope we 
ſhall not be terrified to yeild any aQive obedience to any dif- 
Joynted part of a Parliament, withour the conſent of the whole; 
(which we heartily deſire may be united) or to any uncertaine 
Debates, V otes, or Ordinances, which are not digeſted and ſet- 
led into a Law z nay, which ſeemes to contradie former Lawes 
tendred unto us with ſo much earneſtneſle, as ſome dare —_ 
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deny with fafety. Now we cannot obey with conſcience, nor 
hall we yeeld our ſelves ſuch ſlaves, or betray the liberty pur- 
chaſed with our fore-fathers blond, and bequeathed unto us , as 
to ſuffer our ſelves to be ſwayed by any Arbitrary government 
whatſoever; or {trive with ſo much-contention of ſpirit to ca(t 
off the yoke of one Tyranny,to induce many worle : Secing his 
Majeſtic is graciouſly pleaſed to maintaine 
I. The Proteſtant Religion: 

2. Hu owne juſt Power : 

3. The Lawes of the Land: 

4. The Liberties of the SubjetFt. 

And that theſe waters of Reforniation having beene long 
Rirr'd, we want onely the favour of His Princely Majeſtic, as 
our good Angell, to letns in and heale us; for we doe recipro» 
cally declare, that we conceive our ſelves bound to* maintaine 
Him in all the premiſes with our lives and fortunes, 


